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Sermon: “Real Comfort for Every Christian” 
Text:  1 Thess. 4:13-18 
 
These new Christians needed further explanation and encouragement regarding the 
return of Christ. Paul’s primary reason for writing this section was not to set out a 
complicated prophetic chart or end-times scheme. His purpose was not technical, 
but pastoral---- as he seeks to encourage these new Christians to find comfort in the 
coming of Jesus.  What encouraging truths can we uncover in this amazing text?  
 
1. Believers who ______________ will ___________________ in Jesus’ 

_______________. (4:13-14) 
 
Paul did not want these believers to be uninformed about the important details of 
Christ’s return—and how it affected Christians who already died.  We don’t have to 
give into the sorrows!  
 
This idea of “sleep” is a common euphemism or a figure of speech for death 
throughout much of the NT.   
 
Mark 5:39 ESV “And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a 
commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 
 
John 11:11 ESV “After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 
 
Those Christians who have died prior to Christ’s second coming are not going to 
miss out—they’re going to be there-- raised for participation!   
 
2. Believers will be ___________________ with their __________________    

_____________     __________________. (4:15-17a) 
 
John 14:1-3 ESV “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”   
 
We can only assume that this fuller teaching unveiled in verses 13-18 was 
something Paul was given as a direct revelation from the Lord Jesus.   
 
We can be certain that these three separate but simultaneous events (shout; voice 
of angel; trumpet) will herald the royal return of King Jesus. 

 

Where does the word “rapture” come from? 
 
Verse 17:  “caught up”---- The original Greek word Paul used literally means “to 
grab or seize suddenly; to snatch; or to take away”.  The earliest Latin translations of 
the Bible used the Latin word “rapturo”.   
 
3. Believers from _____________  ____________ will be with the Lord for 

___________________. (4:17b-18) 
 
No more waiting, no more longing, no more expecting— we will FINALLY be with 
Jesus—and from that moment we will ALWAYS be with Jesus! 
 
Titus 2:13 ESV “…waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
 
The doctrine of the Rapture is not a sword for swinging, but a medicine for 
soothing. Paul’s intent on teaching this truth is that all Christians everywhere might 
come to experience a real and lasting comfort!   
 

Are you fearful about death?  You have anxiety or worries about the future? 
What will happen when your life comes to an end? 

 
There is only ONE HOPE on the day your heart takes its last beat, and that is JESUS 
CHRIST.  Only Jesus can forgive your sins, remove your guilt, and make you 
acceptable before God. Put your trust in Jesus Christ today by faith!   
 
John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no one comes to the Father but 
through Me.”   
 
 

 



 


