
Chainbreaker, Part 3 
November 29, 2020 

Sermon:  “Power in the Darkest Hour” 
Text:  Acts 16:16-40 
 
When Paul and his ministry team first arrived in Europe, some incredible events 
unfolded that ultimately worked together for the formation of a church.  What were 
four sensational sequences that helped to launch a thriving Christian church in 
Philippi? What encouraging truths can we apply from this event to our own lives 
and churches?   . 
 
Four Sensational Sequences:  
 
1. A _________________________ of ______________________. (16:16-24) 
 
Just because you desire to “Be Jesus, Share Jesus, Love Like Jesus” doesn’t mean 
that life is always going to be happy and healthy.  
 
Eph. 6:12 ESV “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”   
 
Satan has his ways of stirring up the secular world against believers, to try and stop 
the spread of the gospel.   
 
2. An _________________-_________________  _________________________. 
(16:25-28) 
 
Because our God is omnipotent, He can use anything in this Universe to accomplish 
His plans and purposes. He can use the natural, or He can use the supernatural!  
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”  

 

3. A ___________________  _________________________. (16:29-34) 
 
Despite our tremendous distaste for suffering---- suffering is an incredible 
opportunity for the gospel message. 
 
Suffering, hard times, and difficult challenges are like a MAGNIFYING LENS for the 
gospel message. It brings the gospel into focus for lost people around you.  
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Do you have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?  Turn from your sins with a 
humble heart, and turn to Jesus in believing faith.  We would be happy to speak 
with you or answer your questions about becoming a follower of Jesus!  
 
4. A ____________________for _________________  _____________________. 
(16:35-40) 
 
Here is an extraordinary escape, but without the escape!  God opens the prison 
supernaturally, yet Paul and Silas don’t run away.   
 
According to the laws of the Roman empire—it was illegal for a Roman citizen to be 
whipped or beaten with corporal punishment, or to be imprisoned without a lawful 
trial.  These were rights that were guaranteed to all Roman citizens, but neither Paul 
nor Silas had received what was due to them, legally speaking. 
 
God instituted human government for the sake of upholding law and order—and 
preserving justice. But just because you’re a Bible-believing Christian, doesn’t 
automatically mean you always have to roll over and ‘take it’ when obvious injustice 
takes place. 
 
Paul pushed back—not because of personal pride—but because the cause of the 
church, the name of Jesus, and the gospel message was at stake.  
 

US Constitution, 1st Amendment:   “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…”  
 

No matter how bleak or black it seems, God is still building His church,  
advancing His gospel, and overcoming the forces of evil.   

Jesus is an Overcomer, and you are an overcomer through Him.  
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