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July 25, 2021 
Sermon:  “Encouragers Give Second Chances”  
Text:  Acts 13:4-5, 13; Acts 15:36-40; additional Scriptures  
 
As we study Luke’s record of this adventure, what happens with John Mark?  What 
can these narratives teach us about giving believers a second chance?   
 
1.  A ____________________   ________________________. (Acts 13:4-5; 13) 
 
Why did John Mark abandon the mission? Bible scholars have conjectured FIVE 
possible reasons why Mark went home: 
 
a. Homesickness 
b. Battling illness 
c. Fear of dangers 
d. Anger at Paul becoming the primary leader over his relative Barnabas 
e. Only planned to travel briefly, and not to the end 
 
2.  A _____________________  _______________________ among  
_____________________. (Acts 15:36-38) 
 
Barnabas was DETERMINED… but Paul INSISTED.   This is a recipe for conflict!  
 
While Paul was right to focus on the MISSION, Barnabas was right to focus on the 
MAN.   
 
“…Both men were right and both men were wrong…”  -Warren Wiersbe 
 
3.  A  ________________________  _____________________ is  
__________________. (Acts 15:39-41) 
 
When somebody fails, encouragers don’t crucify them or write them off 
permanently. Instead, they pick them up, dust them off, and get them back in the 
game. 
 
“Many of us would have dropped out of ministry had it not been for a gracious 
Barnabas who was willing to give us another chance after we failed.” –Thomas 
Constable  
 
 

4.  A  _____________________ becomes a ____________________  
________________________. (Col. 4:10; Philemon 23-24; 2 Tim. 4:11; 1 Peter 5:13;                                                         
Gospel of Mark) 
 
Mark went from a “defector” to a “devoted ministry partner” in Paul’s eyes.  
He started off his ministry tripping and falling and failing--- but by the end of his life 
he was faithful, effective, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to write down inspired 
Scripture! 

 
A second chance is just amazing grace dressed in street clothes. 

 
Are you a Paul—so consumed with solving the problem that you lose sight of the 

person?  When somebody messes up and sticks it to you—  
do you write them off, and cast them onto the junk pile?  

Do you count them out and cut them loose?   
 

Or are you a Barnabas—with an encourager’s heart  
to give those who fail a second chance—especially fellow believers? 

 
Eph. 4:2 ESV “…with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love” 
 
Colossians 3:13 ESV “bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” 
 

Don’t write people off. Instead, use your encouragement to  
help write them a new story. You just never know what God  

might have in store for them.  
 

 


