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Message: “Failures Aren’t Final” 
Text: John 21:15-25 
 
Peter denied Jesus three times—even resorting to cursing and swears that 
he didn’t know Jesus. So as John’s gospel draws to a close in John 21, careful 
and curious readers want to know:  What happened to Peter? Were his 
failures fatal or final?  What insights can we learn from this event about 
following Jesus?  
 
Jesus calls you to keep following Him: 
 
1.  In ______________ of _________________   _____________________.    
(21:15-17) 
 
On Thursday night when the pressure came on Peter—three times Peter 
openly denied that he ever knew Jesus—loudly, brashly, and with many 
curses, too.  Yet Peter had bragged earlier that he would NEVER deny 
Jesus— that his love for Jesus was best among the Twelve.  
 
It's clear why Jesus asked Peter three times to restate and reaffirm his love: 
because it was three times where Peter made such a despicable denial! 
 
This event proves to us that where sin abounds—the grace of Jesus super-
abounds.   Jesus still loves you—and He wants you to know your failures 
aren’t final. 
 
Matthew 11:28 NIV “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 
I will give you rest…”   

 
Are you ready to take your step of believing faith today? 
Put your trust in Jesus! He is ready with His forgiveness! 

 
“Lord Jesus, I am so burdened by my sin and my guilt, and I can’t keep 
carrying it. I admit today that I can’t take away my own guilt—but You can. 
So I ask you to forgive me of my sins, and I trust in you as my Savior. Jesus, 
come into my life—I entrust myself to You. Change my life, and help me to 
follow You from this day forward.”   
 

2.  In ______________ of _______________  ___________________.                       
(21:18-19) 
 
Approximately 30 years after this prophecy, church history tells us that 
Peter was crucified upside down in the city of Rome by the evil decree of 
Emperor Nero.    
 
Christians are NOT exempt from cancer, car crashes, sickness, job layoffs, 
botched surgeries, or house fires.  But Jesus is with us, and He has overcome 
the world.  
 
Regardless of whatever future problems, pains, or persecutions may be on 
the horizon for us—Jesus commands that we keep following Him with a 
sold-out devotion!   
 
John 16:3 ESV “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome 
the world.”   
 
3.  In ______________ of _______________  __________________.  
(21:20-23) 
 
Who was the eaves-dropping disciple?  It was John--- the same John who 
authored this gospel. He often describes himself in the third-person in his 
gospel.  
 
How often do we become so distracted and so consumed with OTHER 
PEOPLE!  Yet Jesus tells us to stop the comparisons and follow Him. 
 
“We are not to compare or compete—we are to obey.”   -Dr. Charles Stanley 
 

 


