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No matter how healthy a church may be in the present, being a healthy,                    
mission-minded church means forward-thinking and being intentional about the 
future.  If we desire to keep “making disciples” for Jesus and have a healthy church, 
we have to make wise plans and preparations in the present so we can keep 
experiencing vibrant health and growth in the future.   
 
What are three biblical principles that can lead our church forward? 
 
1.  ____________________ the _______________, but don’t ________________  
____________.  
 
It’s a mistake to exaggerate the past as it was some “golden age” where God was 
working. God is still working right now, and He’s not done!   
 
Ecclesiastes 7:10 NIV “Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?”  For it 
is not wise to ask such questions.”    
 
Many Jews missed out on the Son of God standing right in front of them in the 
present, because they were so obsessed with Moses and Father Abraham from the 
past.    
 
Phil. 3:13-14 NIV “…But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 
 
2. _________________ in the __________________, but ________________ in the 
______________________.  
 
Who will be the next group of sold-out, dedicated, Wrightsdale “lifers” who will 
serve Jesus faithfully in the next generation?   
 
Moses trained Joshua, Elijah invested in Elisha, and David set the table for Solomon. 
Jesus invested three years in a group of disciples who would ultimately launch the 
New Testament church.  The Apostle Paul poured himself into younger men like 
Timothy and Titus. Even Peter was a mentor to John Mark.     
 
2 Timothy 2:2 NIV: “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.”   

Look carefully!  You’ll see FOUR generations of disciples in that verse.   
(Paul  > Timothy > Reliable people > others)  
 
If we’re not intentionally thinking about the next generation, the Wrightsdale of 20 
years from now, then we need to adjust our approach—and bring it into alignment 
with what we see modeled by Jesus and the best leaders of Christian history.   
 
3. _____________  ________________ to your ____________________ but 
_________________________ to your ____________________. 
 
As a vibrant church informed by the Bible, Wrightsdale a short list of                                      
NON-NEGOTIABLES that we aren’t EVER going to change: 
 
-The Bible as our final authority of faith/practice. 
-The Gospel of Jesus as our message:  Salvation in Christ alone. 
-We are a Baptist Church, with Baptist doctrine/practice and SBC cooperation. 
-Our primary mission:  The Great Commission (make, mature, multiply disciples) 
 
Matthew 28:19-20 NIV “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”  
 
God gives His Church tremendous latitude in the methodologies we use for the 
advancement of Christ’s kingdom. But where we must hold fast is the message of 
Jesus and His salvation. 
 
John 3:16 NIV “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”    
 

 

                                    

                                  


